A HISTORY OF POLAND
wished above all things to exercise this privilege, and the
consequent growth of a class of small landed gentry was
as inevitable as the circumstance that they should unite
to retain their peculiar advantages. Another privilege
they monopolized was that of bearing arms; they were
the only defenders of the country. In the earlier days
each great noble collected his band of adherents and went
out to fight as a natural thing; but with the growth of
a squirehood, it was not so easy to collect an army. The
squires, the szkchta, would not go unquestioningly out
to fight.
Every government must have a head or leader, and
the original republic of nobles in Poland chose one of
thek number to act in that capadty, with the title of
king. The anomalous tide and position of this leader
were defined, with much subtlety and adroitness, by the
Bishop Piasecki, a chronicler contemporary with Sigis-
mund EL and Wladislaw IV. " The King of Poland,"
he commented," is in his public functions like the queen-
bee, who merely furnishes honey to her subjects. He
alone discharges all the many responsibilities of the
Republic. So bountifully does he dispense of his treasure
that in all his wide domains and among all the nations
under his sceptre, there is no squire or soldier without his
skve. The clerics receive rich abbeys from him, and
all the royal authority is based on his power of purchasing
by such means all who aspire to positions of dignity or
wealth. . . . But the lives, the liberties, and the estates
of the nobility are altogether removed from the King's
reach or rule !"
The king's functions, as we have seen, were to appoint
the State officials, to administer justice, and to distribute
the revenue of the State. The officials were constituted
in the following classes: Bishops, to govern the Church;
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